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Get Ready!
Since the Super Bowl, football has faded from TV and on the field. Has it also faded from your officiating mind?  Don’t let that happen!  If you do, come August, it will be like starting and cold engine in the dead of winter. Get started now!  

Get that DVD of your game from 2010. Review it. Do you need to lose a few pounds?  Start now! By all means, take a look at the rules books before it’t too late.  Register and attend the Missouri Football Officials Clinic in Columbia on July 30.  It’s a great way to get into the officiating groove.  If your reading this letter in July, you are already late starting. 
Association News
[image: image2.png]


New officials joining our association in 2010 were:  Curtis Davis , Potosi, Kevin Estes, Chaffee, Jeff Gegg, St. Mary, Jimmy Gibson, Corning, AR., Micky Gum, Poplar Bluff, Jermey Hill, Dexter, Rob Inman, Bonne Tere, Ken Leach, Festus, Quenton Morrow, Poplar Bluff, Ron Styer, Jackson, Ryan Underank, DeSoto, Donald Womack, Festus, and Walter Wilde, Cape Girardeau. 
   Varsity assignments were sent to the crew chiefs in March.  If you haven’t been contacted by your crew chief, call him or check the association web site. Assignments will e-mailed to individual crew members in late July. Sub varsity assignments will be made by your District Director as soon as all games are confirmed with schools. Mid August. 
    Check now and mark dates that are scheduled between late July to late into August.  We have busy pre season planned.  The format for rules meetings has been changed somewhat from years past.  Meetings will be located in all districts as in the past, but dialog on rules interpretation and rules changes will be minimal. The meeting will now be a mini football clinic to get you jump started with material derived from various sources. It should be interesting and informative.  Mechanics clinics will again be a meeting you won’t want to miss, especially if you are an 1-3 year official.

The NF Simplified & Illustrated rules book will be provided to only new, first year officials.  These books change very little from year to year, but are a good learning tool for new officials. 
Check out the information page on the SEMOFOA website for all meeting and training dates..   

MSHSAA News
Re registration for 2011-2012 [image: image3.png]


is to be completed online at www.mshsaa.org  The registration period is June 1 to July 1. A late fee will be assessed if not registered by the 7/15 deadline.  
Officials will be given two options for required Rules Interpretation meetings in sports conducting face to face meetings:  A) Online Rules meetings via the MSHSAA website or B) Face to Face meetings arranged by the Local MSHSAA Certified Association and conducted by a MSHSAA Rules interpreter.  Dates for 
SEMOFOA meetings are August 4th at Dexter High School, August 10th at River Eagle Distributing in Cape Girardeau, and August 16th at North County High School in Bonne Terre. 
Regional round to be played on Wednesday, November 2 for Classes 1-5.  The Sectional round continues for those classes on Monday, November 7 & Quarterfinals on November 12. (see schedule at www.mshsaa.org ) 

   The MSHSAA Officials Handbook can be accessed on the MSHSAA website.  
Mechanics clinics required by the MSHSAA will be held at Sikeston on 8/12, Dexter & Farmington on 8/19.  Officials with three years or less experience are required to attend, but all officials can benefit.  See www.mshsaa.org for times. 
MSHSAA Contact Information:

Phone 573 875 4880
Fax 573 875 1450 

Email   email@mshsaa.org
Greg Laurentius MSHSAA Mechanics Interpreter
573 243 0567         glaurentius@yahoo.com 

George Bays-MSHSAA Rules Interpreter
573 683 0270         gmbays@charter.net
John Muench MSHSAA Football Oserver

573 334 2256  Cell 573 450 4836  

Fax 573 335 4242  johnmuench@charter.net
White Hat Chat: 
How to Handle a Coach-Referee Conference

By Judson Howard
A head coach believes officials made an error in a football game. Can he ask for an instant replay review? Can he throw a red challenge flag? If it’s an NCAA game using instant replay or an NFL game, those recourses are available. But in NFHS competition or lower-level NCAA games, that is not the way to remedy an official’s mistake.

If a coach thinks a rule was not correctly administered, there is a way to talk to the referee to state his case. At the lower levels, officials have the ability to change a correctable error they have made. A key difference is no video may be evaluated to confirm or change a ruling. 

The procedure is called the coach-referee conference in NFHS (3-5-11) and the head coach’s conference in NCAA (3-3-4e). There is a proper way to request and conduct that type of meeting between the referee and a head coach.

To begin the process, the team must request and be granted a timeout. In NFHS, the head coach or a player may go to any official. In NCAA, the head coach, any player or legal substitute must specifically go to the referee to request a timeout. When the timeout is requested, any official (NFHS) or only the referee (NCAA) should stop the clock.

The referee should go to the appropriate sideline and talk to the coach near the team area. During that gathering, the referee will listen to what a coach has to say, discuss all related issues and make a decision. The referee is encouraged to engage other officials in the conversation, especially those involved with the play in question. 

Based on the referee’s resolution, one of two things will happen next:

· If the head coach is correct and officials made a correctable error, the referee will make the proper adjustment. No team timeout will be charged; the timeout is charged to the officials. The opposing head coach shall be notified of the correction. 

· If it is determined a head coach’s concern is not valid, meaning there was no misapplication of a rule, the meeting becomes a charged team timeout. If all three timeouts have been used in a half, the team is assessed a five-yard penalty for delay of game (NFHS 3-6-2c; NCAA 3-3-4e and 3-4-2b-2). 

While the head coach and referee are talking, players and coaches can conduct a normal timeout conference. If a decision is not reversed and a team is charged a timeout, play will continue in NFHS when the meeting ends. In NCAA, a team is entitled to the full amount of time for a regular team timeout starting when the discussion ends (3-3-4e-3). It is recommended that if an NFHS head coach asks for time to talk to his players after a ruling is not overturned, you should honor that request (assuming the team has timeouts remaining).

The clock reverts to the status it had when the timeout was granted. For example, if that meeting happens after a free kick, the clock remains stopped until the next snap. If the clock was running when the timeout was called, the referee will wind the clock on the ready signal following the conference (NFHS 3-4-2a; NCAA 3-3-2e-11). When a charged team timeout follows the conference, the clock starts on the snap.

There is no limit to the number of times a head coach can request a meeting with the referee. Unlike NCAA Division I and the NFL, coaches are not given a prescribed number of challenges.

A head coach cannot use that process to debate an official’s judgment call. Such a meeting should never cause a reversal of an official’s onfield judgment decision.

Play 1: The back judge calls clipping on R1 during a punt return. A meeting with the referee is requested and team R’s head coach tells the referee his player blocked from the side and not from the back. Ruling 1: Since that was a judgment call (right or wrong) and not a procedural error, the penalty will be enforced. Team R is assessed a timeout or delay penalty if all of its timeouts have been used. The clock starts on the snap.

Play 2: Third and 25 at team A’s 20 yardline. On a legal forward pass play, B1 interferes with A2 at midfield. The pass is incomplete. The 15-yard penalty is walked off. The down marker is moved to team A’s 35 yardline but still shows third down. Before the next snap, team A’s head coach asks for a conference and tells the referee defensive pass interference carries an automatic first down. Ruling 2: When the referee realizes his error, he will tell the chain crew to set up for first and 10 at team A’s 35 yardline. The opposing head coach should be informed that it is first and 10 and that no team timeout is charged to team A. The clock starts on the snap.

Play 3: On the last play of a tie game, team A is flagged for illegal motion and holding is called on B1. The referee gives two penalty signals, indicates the penalties offset and declares the game is going into overtime (NFHS) or extra periods (NCAA). After that declaration, (a) no official or either team recognizes the gaffe, or (b) one head coach asks to confer with the referee to tell him one untimed down must be played. Ruling 3: In (a), since the mistake went undetected, the game goes into overtime or extra periods. In (b), because a team pointed out the error, the officials should immediately set up for one untimed down.

The request for a conference must be made immediately after the disputed play. Once the ball is snapped or free kicked, or a period ends, no correction can be made (NFHS 3-5-11; NCAA 3-3-4e-2). 

Officials must honor a head coach’s request for a conference. Even if you are positive a decision made on the field is correct, the head coach has the right to request a conference. There may be times when he just wants to talk to the referee, knowing that will cost him a timeout. At other times, he may not know a judgment decision cannot be changed. 

The referee should not hesitate to consult with other officials regarding the misapplication of a rule or improper penalty enforcements. The referee should take advantage of the collective knowledge of the entire crew. At the very least, the official making the disputed call should be included in the discussion. Pride or stubbornness should never get in the way of getting the call right. After all, the head coach may be right.

Judson Howard, Los Angeles, officiated more than 20 years, many at the NCAA Division I level.


Copyright © 2011 Referee Enterprises, 
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Equipment 

Need new or additional equipment?  Here are some web sites that offer a great selection including the newly authorized long black pants with the 1 ¼  inch white stripe*

.
*www.honigs.com;   www.GetOfficial.com; 

*www.gerrydavis.com;   *www.cliffkeen.com
*http://www.lestersupstatesports.com/ 
Rules changes for 2011 - See the NFHS link by going to Google and search nfhs rules changes 2011. 
Play  Situations

Play: Second and 17 on team A’s 31 yardline. Immediately after the snap, quarterback A1 retreats to his 26 yardline and looks for a pass receiver. Rusher B1 charges and A2 pushes him in the (a) back, or (b) side. The contact causes B1 to charge into A1 immediately after A1 had released a forward pass.  A3 catches the pass, advances to team A’s 48 yardline.  Ruling: In (a), B1 is guilty of roughing the passer and A2 is guilty of a block in the back. The fouls offset.  In (b), B1 is guilty of roughing the passer.
Play:  Second and 10 on team A’s 40 yardline.  A1 runs to his 45 yardline and fumbles.  While the ball is loose, A7 clips at his 47 yardline.  The ball is recovered on team A’s 49 yardline by prone (a) A8, or (b), B3. 
Ruling: The basic enforcement spot is Team A’s 45 yardline, where A1’s run ended when he fumbled.  In (a), the penalty will probably be accepted, moving the ball back to Team A’s 30 yardline, second and 20.  In (b), in order to keep the ball, team B must decline the penalty.

Play:  Fourth and 10 on team B’s 35 yardline.  At the snap, team A is lined up in a standard, non-scrimmage kick formation.  Right after the snap, lineman B2 runs through snapper A5 in an effort to reach runner A1.  At the time of contact, A5 had not been given sufficient time to look up to protect himself.  
Ruling: There is no foul on B2 because snapper protection applies only if the ball is snapped from a scrimmage-kick formation.
Play:  A12 enters Team A’s huddle and informs A11 he is to leave the game.  Within three seconds, huddle breaks and A11 begins to leave the field. Ruling:  Legal.  It is not illegal to break the huddle with more than 11 players assuming no other substitution rules have been violated.  A11 complied with the substitution rule by beginning to leave the field within three seconds of becoming a replaced player. 

Play:  R1 makes a valid fair catch at team K’s 35 yardline.  Team R wishes to attempt a free kick.  How are the officials in a crew of five positioned? When does the clock start?
Ruling: referee and the umpire are positioned behind the goal posts to rule on the kick. The umpire rules on the crossbar, but both determine if the kick is between the uprights.  The back judge hands the ball to the kicker and has team K’s free kick line. The line judge has R’s free kick line and the linesman is downfield from the back judge. The clock does not start unless the kick is short and touched in the field of play other than first touching by team K.

Play:  In the middle of the first quarter, it’s team A’s ball, fourth and eight on its own 30 yardline. A1 is at his own 25 yardline and is under duress when he intentionally grounds a forward pass.  How is the penalty enforced?  What happens if Team A is flagged for intentional grounding on fourth down during the first possession of overtime?
Ruling:  The penalty is five yard from the spot of the pass and loss of down.  That would give Team B the ball, first and 10 at team A’s 20 yardline.  If  the same occurred in overtime, team A’s possession would end and team B would take over at Team A’s 25 yardline (Missouri)

Play:  Third 10 for Team A at its own 20 yardline.  A1 advances to Team A’s 30 yardline.  After the ball is dead A2 taunts B3.  The penalty is accepted. As a result:

a. Aftter enforcement it will be third and 15 from team A’s 15 yardline.


b. After enforcement it will first and 10 from team A’s 15 yardline. 






Answer  b
